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With over 66 crore vaccine doses administered since the vaccination drive commenced in January, India 

has now inoculated at least half its adult population with at least one dose, and 16% with two. There is a small, 

discernible rise in the number of new infections. Kerala, which contributes the bulk of infections, also has among 

the highest proportions of the population who are double vaccinated. This apparent paradox underlies concerns 

about the rise in ‘breakthrough infections’, or confirmed infections in those who took the second dose at least two 

weeks earlier. A recent study by CSIR scientists found that nearly a quarter of 600 fully vaccinated care workers 

were reinfected. Earlier studies from the CMC Vellore, and PGIMER, Chandigarh, too have reported between 1%-

10% of fully vaccinated health-care workers as having been infected. However, less than 5% of them have required 

hospitalisation and no deaths have been confirmed, indicating the effectiveness of vaccines in preventing severe 

sickness and death. Internationally too, the trend is clear. Israel and the U.S. in spite of high vaccination coverage, 

continue to report new cases; though here too, the infection rate is much higher in the unvaccinated. The prime 

suspects, internationally as well as in India, are the Delta variants and related sub-lineages that are believed to 

form the bulk of coronavirus infections. The Indian SARS-CoV-2 Genomics Consortium (INSACOG) that tracks 

mutations in coronavirus strains has said that the breakthrough infections reported so far are within “expected” 

numbers. That is, vaccines in large, controlled clinical trials had demonstrated 70%-90% efficacy but lost 

considerable ability to reduce symptomatic infections when confronted with the Delta variants, and so a certain 

fraction of those fully vaccinated would continue to be vulnerable. 

While it is a fact of evolution that viruses would mutate to be able to avoid antibodies, and vaccines, 

therefore, would have to keep being upgraded, it seems that the moment appears to have come too soon. A 

country like India, in spite of being a major vaccine producer in the pre-pandemic era, has only now managed to 

get production lines to deliver one crore vaccines a day. While other vaccines are in the pipeline, all of them are 

designed on the Wuhan-virus platform and although companies claim that the strength of m-RNA and DNA-based 

vaccine platforms lies in the ability to quickly tweak them to accommodate new variants, there are no reports yet, 

anywhere in the world, of vaccine makers specifying a timeline for vaccines that are tuned to the Delta variants. 

Vaccine makers who may have got emergency-use authorisations but are a while away from launch, should ideally 

move to making vaccines for the Delta variants and not rely on their existing pipeline. 

 

 breakthrough (noun as modifier) – very 

important/significant development or progress. 

 vaccine (noun) – a biological preparation that 

improves immunity to a particular disease. 

 variant (noun) – different or form or version or 

mutant of something (virus). A specific change in 

position between the original genome and the new 

sample. It is often called mutation. 

 administer (verb) – dispense, provide, give, apply (a 

drug/vaccine). 

 drive (noun) – campaign, movement, effort, push. 

 commence (verb) – begin, start, start off. 

 inoculate (verb) – to inject/introduce a vaccine into 

the body of someone to produce immunity to a 

particular disease; immunize, vaccinate. 

 discernible (adjective) – visible, noticeable, 

recognizable, identifiable. 

 the bulk of (noun) – most, larger part, larger 

number. 

 proportion (noun) – percentage, part/amount; 

ratio. 

 vaccinate (verb) – inoculate, administer, introduce 

(with a vaccine to provide immunity against a 

disease). 

 apparent (adjective) – evident/clear, visible, 

noticeable, recognizable. 

 paradox (noun) – contradiction, mystery, 

conundrum, anomaly. 

 underlie (verb) – be the cause of, be the basis of, 

be the fundamental of. 

 breakthrough infections (noun) – people getting 

infections after they are fully vaccinated is when 

the infections are caused by circulating virus 

variants, with potential immune escape 

mechanism, which might reduce the efficacy of 

vaccines. These are called “vaccine breakthrough 

infections”. 
 hospitalisation (noun) – the act of taking (or) 

admitting someone to (or) in hospital for 

treatment. 

 effectiveness (noun) – efficacy, successfulness, 

potency. 

 in spite of (phrase) – despite, notwithstanding, 

regardless of. 

 unvaccinated (adjective) – not vaccinated to 

provide immunity against a disease. 

 the unvaccinated (noun) – the people who are not 

vaccinated. 

 suspect (noun) – suspected thing. 
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 as well as (phrase) – and also, and in addition. 

 lineage (noun) – a collection of signature variants 

that defines a specific line of virus; line, sequence. 

 mutation (noun) – a significant and basic 

“alteration/variation” in the DNA sequence. 

 strain (noun) – a lineage that has acquired new 

properties compared to the original virus; variety, 

kind, type. 

 so far (phrase) – until now, up to the present, up to 

this point. 

 human trial/clinical trial (noun) – a type of 

research that studies new tests and treatments and 

evaluates their effects on human health outcomes. 

 trial (noun) – test, pilot study, experiment (phase 1, 

2,3, and or human/clinical trial). 

 phase-3 trial (noun) – In phase 3 trial, the vaccine is 

given to thousands of people to confirm its safety – 

including rare side effects – and effectiveness. 

These trials involve a control group which is given a 

placebo. 

 phase 2 trial (noun) – In phase 2 trial, the vaccine is 

given to hundreds of people so scientists can learn 

more about its safety and correct dosage. 

 phase 1 trial (noun) – In phase 1 trial of clinical 

testing, the vaccine is given to a small group of 

people to determine whether it is safe and to learn 

more about the immune response it provokes. 

 efficacy (noun) – In medicine, the ability of an 

intervention (for example, a drug or surgery) to 

produce the desired beneficial effect; effectiveness, 

efficiency, power. 

 symptomatic (adjective) – relating to a 

condition/person with symptoms. 

 asymptomatic (adjective) – relating to a 

condition/person with no symptoms. 

 pre-symptomatic (adjective) – relating to a 

condition/person with mild illness/symptoms. 

 considerable (adjective) – substantial, appreciable, 

significant; much. 

 confront (verb) – tackle, deal with, address, grapple 

with, face up to. 

 fraction (noun) – a small part/percentage of 

something. 

 vulnerable (adjective) – endangered, unsafe, 

unprotected, unguarded ill-protected; easily 

affected by, prone to, at risk of. 

 evolution (noun) – progress, advancement, 

progression, development. 

 mutate (verb) – undergo (genetic change). 

 antibody (noun) – it is also called ‘immunoglobulin’; 
a protective protein produced mainly by plasma 

(blood) cells in the immune system in response to 

the presence of antigens (disease causing 

organisms (bacteria & viruses) and other 

harmful/toxic foreign substances like insect 

venom). 

 pre-pandemic (noun) – before the pandemic. 

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a new 

disease; The illness spreads around the world and 

typically affects a large number of people across a 

wide area. 

 in the pipeline (phrase) – in the process of being 

planned/developed. 

 design (verb) – create, plan, formulate, think up. 

 m-RNA vaccine (noun) – The vaccine is a messenger 

RNA (mRNA) vaccine, which stands for “messenger 

ribonucleic acid”. Messenger RNA is essentially the 

blueprint that living cells use to turn gene 

sequences into the proteins that form their 

fundamental structures. Once injected, the mRNA 

in the vaccine is translated into a viral protein, 

which our immune systems detect. The body 

generates an immune response in reaction to these 

viral proteins, which can’t by themselves cause 

disease, and this provides protection against 

developing Covid-19. 

 DNA-based vaccine (noun) – Referred to as third-

generation vaccine, a DNA-based vaccine uses 

engineered DNA to induce a response against the 

virus. According to the World Health Organisation, 

this “radical new approach” offers several 

advantages over traditional vaccines, which include 

“improved vaccine stability, the absence of any 

infectious agent and the relative ease of large-scale 

manufacture.” 

 

 ZycoV-D Vaccine (noun) – a three-dose “plasmid 

DNA” candidate vaccine being developed by 

Ahmedabad-based Zydus Cadila. It is a vaccine that 

uses a genetically engineered, non-replicating 

version of a type of DNA molecule known as a 

‘plasmid’. If approved by the regulator, ZyCov-D will 

be the world’s first DNA vaccine against infection 

with SARS-CoV-2. 

 tweak (verb) – adjust, modify, alter, tune, change 

(finely). 

 tune (verb) – attune, adapt, adjust. 

 Emergency Use Authorisation (EUA) (noun) – a 

mechanism to facilitate the availability and use of 

medical countermeasures, including vaccines, 

during public health emergencies, such as the 

current COVID-19 pandemic. 

 a while (noun) – for some time. 
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 rely on (phrasal verb) – depend on; resort to, have 

recourse to. 

 pipeline (noun) – a system supplying goods. 

********************************************************************************************* 

 

As India ended its month-long presidency of the U.N. Security Council this week, the government claimed 

a victory of sorts for chairing a session that resulted in the adoption of UNSC Resolution 2593, condemning 

terrorism and urging the Taliban to ensure human rights in Afghanistan. The government has said that the 

resolution — sponsored by the U.S., the U.K. and France — addressed key Indian concerns, calling for the Taliban 

to ensure safe evacuations of Afghans wishing to leave and not allowing Afghan soil to be used for terrorist 

activity. The passage of the resolution was timely, practically coinciding with the exit of the last U.S. troops from 

Kabul, and the Taliban’s declaration of complete victory. It also followed on three discussions held under India’s 

chairmanship that have set out the expectations from the new regime in Afghanistan: the importance of upholding 

rights; to push for an inclusive, negotiated political settlement for government, and condemning all acts of terror, 

including the recent attack on Kabul airport; preventing any future attacks, and combating of the presence of UN-

designated entities. However, the resolution did not contain any consequential language that would give the 

UNSC’s stated intentions any real teeth, and appears to accept the Taliban regime as the default force in 

Afghanistan. 

While it is very early to consider more punitive action against the Taliban for violating their commitments 

by using the U.N. Charter’s “Chapter 7” mandate, that empowers the UNSC to maintain peace, it is disappointing 

that the India-chaired resolution does not contain language that would hold the new regime more accountable. 

The watered-down language was probably on account of severe opposition from Russia and China, who later 

decided to abstain. This divide in the P-5 nations will only prove to be counterproductive if the UNSC wants to 

remain “seized” of the situation, as the resolution affirms. It is hoped that the U.N. system acknowledges the 

powerful leverage it has in Afghanistan’s future and actualises all mechanisms in its mandate to monitor the 

progress of government formation. A major tool is the India-chaired 1988 (Taliban) Sanctions Committee, due to 

meet soon, which needs to ensure that no designated leader of the Taliban and their associates are given recourse 

to funds, arms or travel permission unless they show a commitment to international principles. The renewal, on 

September 17, of the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan’s mandate is another lever. As a concerned neighbour 

of Afghanistan, one that could be drastically affected by an uptick in terrorism there, and a believer in the UN-led 

multilateral order, India still has a role in Afghan’s future. While it has decided to embark on talks with the Taliban 

in Doha, it must continue to play that role on the world stage. 

 

 noble (adjective) – righteous, good, moral, ethical. 

 intention (noun) – aim, purpose, objective. 

 uphold (verb) – confirm, endorse/approve, 

vindicate/validate; maintain, sustain, nurture. 

 give up (phrasal verb) – stop, discontinue, 

renounce, forgo, abandon. 

 UN Security Council (UNSC) (noun) – it is one of the 

six principal organs of the United Nations, charged 

with ensuring international peace and security. 

 of sorts (phrase) – of a kind; not exactly the same 

as something.  

 chair (verb) – preside over, be in charge of, lead, 

direct, conduct. 

 result in (phrasal verb) – cause, bring on, bring 

about, call forth, give rise to. 

 adoption (noun) – approval, passing, endorsement, 

acceptance, ratification, validation.  

 resolution (noun) – decision, declaration; 

ruling/verdict. 

 UNSC Resolution 2593 (noun) – The Resolution 

demands that Afghan territory not be used to 

threaten or attack any country or to shelter and 

train terrorists and plan or finance terrorist attacks. 

It specifically mentions individuals designated by 

the UNSC resolution 1267. 

 condemn (verb) – censure, criticize, castigate, 

attack, denounce, reprimand, rebuke, reprove. 

 sponsor (verb) – support, back, promote. 

 address (verb) – tackle, deal with, attend to, try to 

sort out. 

 call for (phrasal verb) – require, publicly 

ask/necessitate, demand. 

 evacuation (noun) – the act of moving people from 

a dangerous place; depopulation, clearance, 

emptying. 

 passage (noun) – enactment, passing, ratification, 

acceptance, approval, adoption, validation, 

endorsement. 
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 timely (adjective) – prompt, appropriate, 

opportune, well timed, at the right time. 

 coincide with (verb) – coexist, concur, happen 

together, be concurrent. 

 set out (phrasal verb) – present, describe, set forth. 

 regime (noun) – government. 

 push for (phrasal verb) – support for, urge, 

promote, advocate, recommend, champion, 

espouse. 

 inclusive (adjective) – all-inclusive, including all the 

parties/groups involved in something. 

 negotiate (verb) – discuss terms, hold talks, discuss 

a settlement, talk, try to reach a compromise. 

 combat (noun) – tackle, oppose, resist, deny, stand 

up to, face up to, fight against, confront. 

 designated (adjective) – identified, recognized, 

classified. 

 entity (noun) – organization, body, establishment. 

 consequential (adjective) – important, significant, 

major. 

 language (noun) – mode of expression, articulation. 

 stated (adjective) – mentioned, expressed, 

identified, specified (clearly).  

 teeth (noun) – genuine power. 

 default (adjective) – normal, standard, usual; 

established, settled. 

 force (noun) – outfit, group, agency (exerting 

power or influence). 

 punitive (adjective) – disciplinary, corrective, 

retributive. 

 charter (noun) – constitution, system of rules, a 

body of law. 

 United Nations Charter, Chapter VII (noun) – it 

deals with “Action with Respect to Threats to the 

Peace, Breaches of the Peace, and Acts of 

Aggression”. 
 mandate (noun) – ruling, directive, decree, statute, 

order. 

 empower (verb) – allow, permit, authorize, give the 

power to. 

 hold someone responsible/accountable for 

(phrase) – blame someone for something. 

 watered-down (adjective) – diluted, altered, 

reduced, diminished, moderated (something to be 

less effective/forceful). 

 probably (adverb) – most likely, in all likelihood, all 

things considered, perhaps. 

 on account of (phrase) – because of, owing to, due 

to, by virtue of. 

 abstain (verb) – not vote, decline to vote, refuse to 

vote (for/against a resolution). 

 divide (noun) – difference, disagreement. 

 P-5 nations (noun) – the Security Council has five 

permanent members – China, France, Russia, the 

United Kingdom, and the United States – 

collectively known as the P5. 

 counterproductive (adjective) – harmful, damaging, 

dangerous/destructive. 

 be seized of something (phrase) – be aware of 

something; be known of something; be informed of 

something. 

 affirm (verb) – state, declare, pronounce (clearly & 

forcefully). 

 acknowledge (verb) – accept, recognize, realize. 

 leverage (noun) – influence, power, authority, 

weight, sway, control, dominance. 

 actualise (verb) – fulfil, achieve, accomplish. 

 mechanism (noun) – procedure, process, method, 

technique. 

 Taliban Sanctions Committee (noun) – also known 

as the 1988 Sanctions Committee. It was formed 

through United Nations Security Council Resolution 

1988 dealing with sanctions relating to the Taliban, 

while Resolution 1989 (2011) addressed sanctions 

on Al-Qaeda. 

 sanctions (noun) – action taken, or an order given 

to force a country to obey international laws by 

limiting or stopping trade with that country, by not 

allowing economic aid for that country, etc; 

embargo, ban, prohibition, barrier, restriction. 

 recourse (noun) – option, possibility, alternative, 

source of assistance, hope. 

 arms (noun) – weapons of war, weaponry, firearms, 

guns, artillery, armaments. 

 lever (noun) – a way of putting pressure on 

someone into doing something. 

 neighbour (noun) – a country that is next to 

another country; (bordering) country. 

 drastically (adverb) – substantially, seriously, 

desperately. 

 uptick (noun) – a small increase or upward trend. 

 multilateral (adjective) – involving many different 

countries (in which all WTO member countries are 

party to the agreement). 

 embark on (phrasal verb) – start, begin, commence, 

enter on. 

 play a part/role (phrase) – contribute to, be 

instrumental in, be a factor in.  
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